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RESEARCH  CENTRE  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  VISUALLY  HANDICAPPED 
UNIVERSITY  OF  BIRMINGHAM 

Read,  Leah  Fowler 

An  Examination  of  the  Social  Skills  of  Blind  Kindergarten  Children 

Education  of  the  Visually  Handicapped,  Winter  1989,  XX(4),  142-155 

This  exploratory  study  examined  the  social  skill  development  of  blind 
kindergarteners  according  to  the  standards  expected  for  their  sighted 
classmates.  The  goal  was  to  provide  these  children  with  tools  to  enhance 
their  functioning  in  the  regular  classroom,  not  merely  to  impose  sighted 
values  upon  the  visually  handicapped  population.  to  help  reach  this  goal 
an  observational  checklist  of  appropriate  social  behaviours  for  this  age 
group  was  developed,  based  on  a  review  of  literature  and  observations  of 
non-handicapped  and  blind  kindergartens.  This  checklist  was  then  used 
with  3  functionally  blind  kindergarten  children  in  a  public  school. 
Recommendations  were  made  for  the  areas  of  deficiency  that  were 
pinpointed. 


Wilhelm,  James  G. 

Fear  and  Anxiety  in  Low  vision  and  Totally  Blind  Children 

Education  of  the  Visually  Handicapped,  Winter  1939,  XX(4),  163-172 

This  study  investigates  the  relationship  between  the  extent  of  visual 
impairment  and  the  development  of  fears  and  anxiety.  The  Children's  Fear 
Survey  Schedule  -  Revised  (CFSS-R)  and  the  Revised  Children's  Manifest 
Anxiety  Scale  (RCMAS)  were  administered  to  139  visually  impaired  children, 
ages  6-16  years  from  5  states.  Materials  wee  adapted  for  administration 
to  both  low  vision  and  totally  blind  children.  an  item  analysis  of  the 
CFSS-R  identified  the  10  most  frequently  reported  fears  and  was  compared 
with  previously  published  literature.  Results  indicate  that  the  fears  and 
anxiety  scores  of  totally  blind  children  are  similar  in  general  to  those 
of  low  vision  children  and  that  general  levels  of  anxiety  for  the  total 
sample  compare  favourably  with  the  general  population. 


Rosen,  Sandra  &  Sowell,  Virginia 

Training  of  Orientation  and  Mobility  Specialists  for  Rural  Areas 

Education  of  the  Visually  Handicapped,  Winter  1989,  XX(4) ,  173-179 

As  a  viable  supplement  to  traditional  campus-based  personnel  preparation 
programs,  university  outreach  training  programs  provide  for  meeting 
personnel  needs  previously  under  addressed  in  rural  areas.  By  providing 
for  a  "home  grown"  trainee  population  outreach  programs  address 
recruitment  needs  for  university  programs  as  well  as  assist  local  rural 
agencies  to  fill  vacancies  and  provide  services  to  visually  impaired 
children. 
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Graves,  W.  H.,  Maxson,  J.  H.,  &  McCaa,  C. 

Assessing  the  Environment  of  Low  Vision  Persons:  A  Validation  of  Procedure 

Journal  of  Visual  Impairment  &  Blindness  November  1988,  82(9),  361-365 

The  work  environment  is  a  concern  to  individuals  having  low  vision.  Eye 
care  professionals  have  traditionally  prescribed  low  vision  aids  for  use 
on  the  job  knowing  only  the  visual  requirements  as  described  by  the  low 
vision  person.  The  Work  Environment  Visual  Demands  Protocol  (WEVD)  was 
developed  to  be  used  as  a  tool  in  analyzing  the  visual  demands  of  a  job 
held  or  desired  by  a  visually  impaired  person.  An  evaluation  of  the 
usefulness  of  the  WEVD  indicates  that  it  may  contribute  to  greater  use  of 
low  vision  devices  greater  patient  comfort  while  using  theirs,  and  fewer 
follow-up  visits. 


Miletic,  G.,  Hughes,  N. ,  &  Bach-y-Rita,  P. 

Vibrotactile  Stimulation:  An  Educational  program  for  Spatial  Concept 

Development 

Journal  of  Visual  Impairment  &  Blindness,  November  1988,  82(9),  366-370 

The  potential  of  vibrotactile  stimulation  to  enrich  the  perceptual  world 
of  congenitally  and  early  blinded  children  was  evaluated  through  an 
educational  program  developed  to  introduce  spatial  concepts  typically 
associated  with  visual  perception.  The  vibrotactile  device  used  was  a 
modified  Optacon  of  Telesensory  Systems,  Incorporated.  The  program  was 
evaluated  using  30  blind  children,  ranging  in  age  from  8  to  14  years,  who 
possessed  no  more  than  minimal  light  perception.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  vibrotactile  stimulation  is  perceptually  informative  and  could  serve 
congenitally  and  early  blinded  children  as  a  potential  basis  for  an 
extended  understanding  of  three-dimensional  space. 


Wagner-Lampl,  A.,  &  Oliver,  G.  W. 

Bringing  Imagery  Into  the  World  of  Visual  Impairment 

Journal  of  Visual  Impairment  &  Blindness,  November  1988,  82(9),  373-377 

The  paper  describes  several  processes  of  adaptation  in  work  with  both 
congenitally  and  adventitiously  blind  persons.  The  authors  discuss 
imagery  in  terms  of  helping  the  client  make  psychosocial  changes  necessary 
to  improve  mental  attitudes  and  to  return  to  the  mainstream.  Two  basic 
types  of  imagery  are  presented:  1)  voluntary  imagery  -  a  conscious 
process,  and  2)  involuntary  imagery,  occurring  spontaneously. 


Thurlow,  W.  R. 

An  alternative  to  Braille 

Journal  of  Visual  Impairment  &  Blindness,  November  1988,  82(9),  p. 378 

The  standard  braille  code  symbols  are  very  difficult  to  discriminate 
tactually,  and  the  braille  alphabet  code  is  difficult  to  learn.  It  is 
possible  to  design  alphabet  code  symbols  which  are  significantly  easier  to 
discriminate  and  learn.  Tests  of  an  improved  code  called  C5  are 
described,  which  show  that  its  symbols  can  be  peceived  accurately  when 
formed  by  a  braille  printer. 


O'Dea,  A.  F.,  &  Mayhall,  C.  A. 

Delayed  Manifestations  of  Congenital  Rubella 

Journal  of  Visual  Impairment  &  Blindness,  November  1988,  82(9),  379-381 

As  children  born  with  congenital  rubella  syndrome  during  the  1960 's  reach 
young  adulthood,  professionals  are  seeing  additional  manifestations  of  the 
syndrome.  Manifestations  include  changes  in  hearing  status,  ocular 
pathology  (i.e.  glaucoma,  cataracts),  vascular  problems,  and  endocrine 
disorders  (i.e.  diabetes  mellitus,  thyroid  disease).  Several 
possibilities  have  been  suggested  for  the  delayed  appearance  of  these 
further  manifestations.  The  virus's  ability  to  establish  persistent 
infections  is  suggested,  as  is  the  possibility  of  an  autoimmune  response 
to  the  virus.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  delayed  manifestations  of 
congenital  rubella  syndrome  have  been  discovered,  the  necessity  for 
medical  follow-through  is  apparent.  Medical  follow-through  is  required 
not  only  for  the  continuation  of  informative  research,  but  to  safeguard 
the  potential  development  of  every  individual  with  this  syndrome. 


Ponchillia,  P.  E.,  Dewey,  C,  &  Cymerant,  J. 

Rehabilitation   Teachers   and   Orientation  &   Mobility   Instructors: 

Interprofessional  Perceptions 

Journal  of  Visual  Impairment  &  Blindness,  December  1988,  82(10),  411-414 

This  article  reports  the  findings  of  a  nationwide  survey  of  rehabilitation 
teachers  and  orientation  and  mobility  instructors,  designed  to  identify 
their  interprofessional  perceptions.  The  Interprofessional  Perceptions 
Scale  (IPS)  was  used  to  determine  perceptions  relating  to  the  general 
areas  of  mutual  respect,  relative  roles,  professional  competence,  and 
professional  status.  Subjects  in  each  group  reported  a  generally  positive 
attitude  toward  the  other  group  of  professionals.  However,  issues  relating 
to  professional  role  and  professional  status  appear  to  cause  some 
difficulty  between  the  groups.  Suggestions  for  increasing  teamwork 
efficiency  are  presented. 


Tobin,  M.  J.,  &  Hill,  E.  W. 

Visually  Impaired  Teenagers:  Ambitions,  Attitudes,  and  Interests 

Journal  of  Visual  Impairment  &  Blindness,  December  1988,  82(10),  414-424 

A  group  of  blind  and  partially  sighted  teenagers  were  interviewed,  at  the 
end  of  12  year  longitudinal  study  of  cognitive  development  and  school 
achievement,  about  their  current  interests  and  their  aspirations  for  the 
future.  The  study  began  when  the  participants  were  five  years  of  age. 
The  topics  discussed  included  their  opinions  about  schooling,  what  they 
did  in  their  free  time,  their  career  ambitions,  expectations  about 
marriage  and  family  life,  medical  advances  that  might  affect  them,  the 
attitudes  of  society  at  large  toward  visually  impaired  people,  and  their 
thoughts  about  the  kind  of  world  they  will  inhabit  as  adults.  The  present 
paper  focuses  upon  vocational  aims,  marriage,  and  recreational  activities. 
The  Authors  infer  that,  with  few  exceptions,  the  views  of  these  young 
people  do  not  mark  them  out  as  obviously  different  from  their  fully 
sighted  peers. 


Curry,  S.  A.,  &  Hatlen,  P.  H. 

Meeting  the  Unique  Educational  Needs  of  Visually  Impaired  Pupils  Through 

Appropriate  Placement 

Journal  of  Visual  Impairment  &  Blindness,  December  1988,  82(10),  417-424 

A  preoccupation  with  educating  visually  impaired  students  in  the  "least 
restrictive  environment"  often  overshadows  the  need  to  place  these 
students  in  environments  where  all  their  educational  needs  will  be  met. 
Appropriate  placement  of  a  visually  impaired  student  is  dependent  on  a 
thorough  assessment  of  the  student  in  all  areas  of  potential  need,  a 
determination  of  that  student's  instructional  needs,  and  the  preparation 
of  goals  and  objectives  to  meet  those  needs.  The  amount  of  specialist 
intervention  necessary  to  meet  the  many  unique  needs  of  visually  impaired 
students  in  preparation  for  adult  living  is  graphically  depicted. 


Passini,  R.,  Delisle,  J.,  Langlois,  C,  &  Proulx,  G. 

Wayfinding  Information  for  Congenitally  Blind  Individuals 

Journal  of  Visual  Impairment  &  Blindness,  December  1988,  82(10),  425-429 

This  paper  reports  on  a  wayfinding  study  aimed  at  identifying  the 
information  needs  of  the  congenitally  totally  blind  population.  A 
route-finding  experiment  in  a  complex  architectural  setting  was 
undertaken  with  a  group  of  15  congenitally  totally  blind  and  a  matched 
control  group  of  15  sighted  subjects.  The  experiment  showed  that, 
compared  to  the  sighted  control  group,  the  blind  persons  planned  the 
journey  in  more  detail,  requiring  for  this  purpose  additional 
environmental  information.  During  the  journey,  they  formulated 
significantly  more  decisions  and  used  significantly  more  units  of 
information  than  the  sighted  control.  Furthermore,  the  nature  of  the 
information  used  and  its  source  were  also  different  for  the  two  groups.  A 
cognitive  mapping  exercise,  on  the  other  hand,  showed  the  blind  to  perform 
virtually  as  well  as  the  sighted  person. 


Mastro,  James  and  French,  Ron 

Use  of  the  State-Trait  Anxiety  Inventory  for  Visually  Impaired  Athletes 

Perceptual  and  Motor  Skills,  1985,  61,  775-778 

This  report  details  the  reliability  of  the  State-Trait  Anxiety  Inventory 
when  the  test  statements  were  presented  verbally  and  in  the  traditional 
manner  to  undergraduates,  19  men  and  17  women,  who  were  physical  education 
majors.  In  the  standardized  manner  subjects  read  the  statements  silently 
to  themselves;  in  the  other  administration  statements  were  read  aloud. 
The  inventory  then  was  administered  twice  verbally  to  15  elite  visually 
impaired  women  athletes.  Both  the  state  and  trait  subscales  of  this 
inventory  are  reliable  if  presented  across  or  within  modalities.  The 
inventory,  when  presented  verbally,  might  be  appropriately  used  by 
visually  impaired  athletes  in  psychological  preparation  prior  to 
competition. 


Hollins,  Mark. 

Styles  of  Mental  Imagery  in  Blind  Adults 

Neuropsychologia,  1985,  23(4),  561-566 

Two  tests  of  mental  imagery  were  administered  to  six  blind  and  four 
sighted  subjects.  One  test,  involving  pictorial  imagery,  required 
subjects  to  imagine  a  checkerboard  of  which  only  certain  squares, 
specified  by  the  experimenter,  were  filled  in;  the  other  test  was  similar 
but  emphasized  non-pictorial  imagery,  requiring  subjects  to  imagine  a 
three-dimensional  assemblage  of  small  cubes.  In  both  cases,  the  subject's 
task  was  to  name  a  common  object  which  the  imaged  pattern  resembled.  It 
was  found  that  the  greater  the  proportion  of  life  for  which  each  of  the 
blind  subjects  had  been  without  sight,  the  less  was  his  or  her  pictorial 
score,  expressed  as  a  proportion  of  total  imagery  score.  This  suggests 
that  the  nature  of  mental  imagery  slowly  changes  following  the  loss  of 
sight. 

Spencer,  Simon  &  Ross,  Malcolm 

Visual  Stimulation  Using  Microcomputers 

European  Journal  of  Special  Meeds  Education,  1988,  3(3),  173-176. 

The  dominant  approach  to  the  education  of  young  visually  handicapped 
children  currently  hinges  on  the  idea  of  encouraging  the  use  of  sight 
through  visual  stimulation.  This  takes  various  forms,  including  the 
optimization  of  the  child's  visual  environment,  training  children  to  use 
their  sight  efficiently,  and  photo-stimulation  to  alter  the  erly 
development  of  the  brain.  It  is  argued  that  microcomputers  have  an 
important  part  to  play  in  providing  visual  stimulation.  VDU  monitors  can 
present  materials  in  a  'back-lit'  manner,  avoiding  the  problem  of 
occlusion  of  the  light  source.  Moreover,  input  devices  such  as  the 
touch-sensitive  screen  allow  children  to  interact  directly  with  the  images 
on  the  computer  screen,  ensuring  that  the  visual  stimulus  received  is 
related  to  their  own  actions. 


Hadyn  D.  Ellis;  Young,  Andy;  Baikie,  Rae;  Heaps,  Morag;  &  Pulham,  John  R. 
Karen  and  George:  face  recognition  by  visually  impaired  children. 
British  Journal  of  Visual  Impairment,  Autumn  1988,  VI(3),  95-98 

Two  visually  impaired  children  appeared  to  have  unusually  severe 
difficulty  in  recognising  faces.  They  were  assesed  on  a  variety  of 
non-face  and  face  tasks  and  it  became  apparent  that  only  one  of  them  was 
in  fact  severely  limited  in  her  ability  to  identify  people  by  face.  A 
series  of  training  programmes,  some  microcomputer  based,  was  given  over  an 
eighteen  month  period  but  there  was  no  evidence  of  any  improvement;  this 
is  due  to  the  particular  brain  injury  suffered  and  not  to  any  lack  of 
general  intelligence. 


Abang,  Theresa  B. 

Blindisms:  possible  causes  and  remedies 

British  Journal  of  Visual  Impairment,  Autumn  1988,  VI(3),  91-93 

The  author  describes  some  of  the  studies  already  published  on  blindness  in 
children  and  their  possible  causes;  she  brings  out  the  need  for  further 
research  on  the  whole  subject.  Present  findings  seem  to  indicate  that 
blindisms  do  not  occur  when,  as  in  the  African  culture,  children  are 
brought  up  in  close  contact  with  their  mothers  and  the  extended  family. 


Tobin,  M.  J. 

Constraints  upon  parenting:  experience  of  a  psychologist 

Child:  care,  health  and  development,  1989,  15,  37-43. 

The  author  begins  by  stating  that  there  is  probably  widespread  agreement 
that  the  emotional  well-being  and  development  of  blind  infants  will  depend 
crucially  upon  their  parents'  reaction  to  the  blindness.  Much  has  been 
made  of  the  depression  experienced  by  some  mothers  upon  learning  about 
their  baby's  blindness,  and  of  an  associated  emotional  withdrawal  from  the 
child.  However,  despite  these  very  real  problems,  it  may  be  important  to 
make  the  rather  banal  assertion  that  most  blind  children  and  their 
families  go  on  to  develop,  emotionally  and  socially,  it  what  would  seem  a 
perfectly  satisfactory  manner.  Examples  are  cited  of  families'  and 
friends'  reactions  to  the  blind  baby;  people's  misguided  advice  and  how 
one  mother  of  a  child  with  a  brain  tumour  was  told  that  he  would  not  live 
to  be  a  teenager. 
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